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Minister’s foreword 

Welcome to this year’s ResourceSmart 
Schools Awards.
School students around the world have been leading the call for courage and 

determination in the fight against climate change. After reading this year’s entries 

for the ResourceSmart Schools Awards, I am confident that Victorian students are 

the most passionate environmental advocates in the country.

On behalf of all Victorians, I extend my gratitude to our students involved in all our 

ResourceSmart Schools. It is your determination, energy, and creativity that continue 

to challenge and motivate adults to make decisions to create a greener future for you 

while you drive change in your own schools and communities. 

I would also like to express my sincere appreciation to our many committed school 

volunteers. The dedication, support, and respect they show for their school communities 

provides an extremely powerful role model for students. 

And finally, my utmost thanks go to our teachers and principals. Thank you for listening 

to and empowering our young people. Your resilience and commitment to student 

wellbeing through your sustainability leadership is exceptional, especially over the 

last two years. 

Victoria is proud to be a global leader on climate change. We are halving our state’s 

emissions by 2030 and have set strong renewable energy targets that are creating 

the next generation of new jobs for Victoria’s young people.  

Congratulations to all this year’s schools for taking the opportunity to showcase 

your incredible achievements by entering the ResourceSmart Schools Awards. Your 

sustainable thinking and achievements show that our future is in very good hands.

Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP 

Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change 

Minister for Solar Homes

“ Climate change is not only 
a threat, it is, above all, 
an opportunity to create 
a healthier, greener, and 
cleaner planet which will 
benefit all of us. We must 
seize this opportunity.” 

– Greta Thunberg
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CEO’s welcome

We know that every day, every Victorian can take action towards 

creating a thriving, sustainable State. Here at SV, we’re committed 

to working with communities to scale up our collective impact. I am 

so proud and energised to see how Victoria’s youngest community 

members are leading the way on sustainability.

ResourceSmart Schools demonstrates how we go from theory 

to impact. It delivers sustainability education to Victorian 

schools to minimise waste, save energy and water, promote 

biodiversity and act on climate change. 

I am inspired and grateful for the passion and energy of the entire 

ResourceSmart School community. The entries in this year’s 2022 

Awards demonstrate how small acts add up to have a big impact.

Throughout the 2021 school year, our ResourceSmart Schools 

reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 17,000 tonnes CO2e, with 

$4.3 million in energy savings, and diverted 25,000 cubic metres 

of waste from going to landfill. 

As we look to the future, SV will aspire to embed ResourceSmart 

Schools into education policy from early learning to schools, TAFEs 

and university operations across Victoria. To create the ‘5-star 

school standard’, ensuring diversity, equity and inclusivity are 

at the heart of our operations and program design. 

Congratulations to all the winners, but also to every school and 

student who is working towards a sustainable future for us all. 

Matt Genever 

Interim Chief Executive Officer 

Sustainability Victoria
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ResourceSmart Schools 

About the program

ResourceSmart Schools is an award-
winning program run by the Victorian 
Government that helps schools embed 
sustainability in everything they do.

Since 2008, over 1,400 Victorian schools 
have participated in the program, saving 
118,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases and 
$41 million. This is $26 million in energy 
savings, $9.5 million through waste 
reduction and recycling, and $5.5 million 
in water savings. 

In 2021, our ResourceSmart Schools 
community again rose to the challenge of 
another difficult year of disrupted learning.

We continue to be inspired by the dedicated 
community of teachers, students, 
volunteers and parents who prioritise 
sustainability and community action. 
Together, they demonstrate the collective 
impact that many little actions can make.  

Throughout the school year, over 
400 participating schools collectively:

• Planted more than 10,000 plants

• Reduced greenhouse gas emissions 
by 17,000 tonnes of CO2

• Saved $4.3 million in energy bills

• Avoided 25,000 cubic metres of waste.

2022 Awards: Now for the future

For the 13th edition of the ResourceSmart Schools Awards, we are delighted to celebrate 
everyone who has been working so hard, now for the future.

Tomorrow’s leaders have arrived – our young people and schools are already leading the 
way on sustainability, creating real impact for Victorian communities beyond the school gate.

We celebrate everyone in our ResourceSmart Schools community who has worked to 
incorporate sustainability into the curriculum over the past year and everyone who entered 
this year’s Awards. 

The 2022 Award categories will honour winners and finalists in the following categories:

• Emerging School of the Year

• School Volunteer of the Year

• Teacher of the Year (Primary)

• Teacher of the Year (Secondary)

• Student Action Team of the Year (Primary)

• Student Action Team of the Year (Secondary)

• Community Leadership School of the Year (Primary)

• Community Leadership School of the Year (Secondary)

• Curriculum Leadership School of the Year (Primary)

• Curriculum Leadership School of the Year (Secondary)

• ResourceSmart School of the Year.
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5 Star Schools

Victoria’s 5 Star ResourceSmart schools demonstrate 

leadership in sustainability, curriculum, and community 

engagement, measured and certified across the 5 modules 

of the ResourceSmart Schools program. The following schools 

have minimised waste, saved energy and water, increased local 

biodiversity, and acted on climate change to reach 5 Star status.

• Beaumaris Primary School, Beaumaris

• Brentwood Secondary College, Glen Waverley

• Colbinabbin Primary School, Colbinabbin

• Eastwood Primary School and Deaf Facility, Ringwood East

• Mentone Primary School, Mentone

• Mount Waverley Primary School, Mount Waverley

• Outdoor School, Bogong

• Outdoor School, 15 Mile Creek

• Port Fairy Consolidated 

• Rosanna Golf Links Primary School, Rosanna

• Solway Primary School, Ashburton

• St Columba’s School, Elwood

• St Macartan’s School, Mornington

• St Mary’s School, Castlemaine

• St Patrick’s School, Port Fairy

• St Thomas Primary School, Drysdale

• Strathaird Primary School, Narre Warren South

• Truganina South Primary School, Truganina

• Winters Flat Primary School, Castlemaine

• Wooragee Primary School, Wooragee

• Yinnar South Primary School, Yinnar.

Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP

Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change

Minister for Solar Homes

5 Star: Leadership

Awarded to

For completing all modules and achieving reductions in energy and water usage, waste generation 

and for increasing biodiversity.

You have reached the pinnacle of ResourceSmart Schools and become a role model  

for your community and a mentor for other schools.

Sustainability Certification

Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate ChangeMinister for Solar Homes

5 Star: Leadership

Awarded to

For completing all modules and achieving reductions in energy and water usage, waste generation and for increasing biodiversity.

You have reached the pinnacle of ResourceSmart Schools and become a role model  for your community and a mentor for other schools.

Sustainability Certification
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ResourceSmart Schools of the Future 
Challenge Competition

Sustainability Victoria developed the ResourceSmart Schools 

of the Future Challenge in early 2021 to empower and inspire 

students to dream about their future and develop a plan to make 

it happen. 

Consisting of three (fun!) facilitated online sessions run through 

the ResourceSmart Schools website, students were able to work 

in their ‘green teams’ with assistance from their teacher during 

class time. 

Students were asked to draw their ideas of what the ‘best’, the 

‘not so good’, and the ‘craziest’ sustainable school of the future 

looks like. Ideas grew as students shared and collaborated on 

their creations and visions. The class was then challenged to 

work together to create an action plan to make their favourite 

idea a reality. 

The Future Challenge was designed to engage students’ voices 

and agency to develop a sustainability plan for their school. 

The creativity and resourcefulness from all participating schools 

demonstrates that the future really is in safe hands!
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After the bell

In late 2021, Sustainability Victoria introduced After the Bell, 

an innovative professional learning series for ResourceSmart 

Schools teachers. These after school sessions are designed 

to introduce teachers to emerging sustainability concepts not 

already explored in classroom such as donut economics, the 

circular economy, and climate adaptation. 

Over 30 Victorian teachers have participated in the two 

programs run so far, each able to take new resources 

and ideas into their classroom. 
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We’re a bank founded by teachers… for teachers just like you. 
We know how much extra you put into your classes and your 
community. We’re here to help you get a little more out. 

For over 50 years, we’ve proudly supported educators across 
the community. And we are especially proud to partner with 
the ResourceSmart Schools Awards again this year.

You’ve invested your life 
in other people’s futures.
Let us invest in yours.



Overnewton Anglican Community College, Keilor 

A remarkable sustainability journey from the school yard to the UN. 

Overnewton Anglican Community College achieved a sustainability 

transformation in less than two years. The Student Sustainability 

Team, Synergy Coordinator, Sasha Koomen, and one driven 

parent, are behind the school’s Environmental Management Plan. 

Together they extended the scope of sustainability by engaging 

staff in development opportunities, such as the newly formed 

Teacher Sustainability Group, and by the joining the Council’s 

Teacher Environment Network.  

To engage parents, recruit more members and promote sustainability, 

the school created the Parent Sustainability Group and ran a forum 

with Craig Reucassel from the TV series War on Waste and Fight for 

Planet A. Students were active and engaged, participating in events 

such as Kids Teaching Kids, School Strike 4 Climate, and attending 

the Forum of the Third Dimension, to discuss their efforts to embed 

sustainability in their school community with UN leaders.

WINNER
Emerging School of the Year



FINALISTS

Emerging School of the Year 

Notre Dame College, Shepparton North

Using data to identify improvement opportunities. 

Notre Dame College Sustainability Coordinators, teachers 

Kirsten and Merryn, supported the creation of Terra Tomodachi, 

the school’s action team that supports audits and promotes 

sustainability. The school wanted to take action that reflected 

the sustainability priorities of their school community. A survey 

of nearly 2,000 people revealed that waste management was 

the top concern.  

11

Albion Primary School, Albion 

The contagious power of community action. 

This school reached 3Star status in less than two years with the 

assistance and support of an active community. Parents worked 

on the school’s new multipurpose butterfly garden, student leaders 

completed daily jobs to keep the campus running smoothly, while 

some families replicated the school’s new bin system at home, 

demonstrating a full circle of inspiration. 



Wembley Primary School, Yarraville 

Three inspirational parents transforming school culture.

In 2020, 3 parents decided it was time for a change. In two years, they 

founded the Wembley Waste Warriors (WWW), joined ResourceSmart 

Schools, introduced the school’s first Sustainability Committee, 

and reached the top score in Environment Education Victoria’s 

Sustainability Test Match Competition. 

Louise Hudson, Christie Borlin, and Joanne Manariti, the architects of 

the WWW, used their knowledge in communications and environmental 

science to promote sustainability in the school community.

They empowered students to write the ‘WWW Weekly Tips’ section for 

the school’s website and newsletter.

Grant Hobson, the school’s groundskeeper, has been this group’s biggest 

supporter and the person responsible for the Enviro Deck. This space, 

built with the help of 20 parents and students, has attracted 50% more 

birdlife to the school as well as providing a green space. 

The small group of 3 determined volunteers has now grown to 10. 

Together they are planting the seeds of environmental awareness 

for their children and kicking sustainability goals. 

WINNER
School Volunteer of the Year



FINALISTS

School Volunteer of the Year 

Warrnambool East Primary School, Warrnambool 

Nurturing the students’ environment and minds.  

Every year Allesha Gardner works with over 170 students to 

expand the school’s Kitchen Garden Program. Allesha coordinates 

volunteering activities and teaches composting, pest control, and 

sustainable cooking. She has also created links to classroom 

learning by providing teachers with unit plans. Allesha may not 

be a teacher, but her generosity, passion, and farming experience 

has nurtured many generations at this coastal school. 
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Braybrook College, Braybrook 

A new face charging ahead with sustainability projects.

Alex Thomas played a pivotal role in implementing the school’s 

Battery Recycling Program. He conducted research, liaised with 

local drop-off locations, and initiated a regular pick-up schedule. 

Only joining the school community one year ago, Alex is a 

regular participant at the Environment Meetings, as well as in 

ResourceSmart Schools activities, and he helped students enter 

the Seeds in Space program, showing a fast-growing commitment 

to his community. 



Sarah de Jong, Solway Primary School, Solway 

A legacy of educating students with agency and leadership. 

Inspiring and constantly searching for new ways to embed 

sustainability into her school, Sarah has made a big impact at 

Solway Primary School in her 4 years as Sustainability Coordinator. 

She formed the Accountancy Team, comprised of Year 5–6 students 

with a passion for mathematics and sustainability, to process and 

upload the school’s energy bills to the ResourceSmart Schools 

online system to allow students to apply their math skills and 

learn what it takes to run a sustainable school. 

The Kitchen Garden program is another project led by Sarah, and, 

according to her peers, is another example of her friendly and fun 

education style, making it a popular activity in the school among 

students and volunteers. She also created a bin-sorting game that 

was implemented during remote learning to remind students of 

the different waste streams. 

Sarah will pass the baton of sustainability soon, but her creative 

ways, personality, and knowledge will remain as her greatest legacy. 

WINNER
Teacher of the Year (Primary)



FINALISTS

Teacher of the Year (Primary) 

Amanda Heggen, Our Lady of Fatima School, Rosebud

Reigniting sustainability in the school.

Charismatic and motivated, this sustainability leader was 

responsible for re-engaging the school in the ResourceSmart 

Schools program and for fostering love and respect for the nearby 

coastal surroundings among the community. Amanda leads the 

school’s Dolphin Research Institute Ambassador program and 

turned remote learning into an opportunity to awaken students’ 

creativity and environmental awareness through her visual 

arts program. 
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Jemma Dunstan, Somerville Primary School, 
Somerville

The science of sustainability. 

Jemma has infused excellence in waste management programs 

at Somerville Primary School in a very short time. She has a 

natural knack for weaving environmental science curriculum 

into sustainability practices to help students learn while achieving 

their sustainability goals.



Clare Tuohy, Beaconhills College, Pakenham

Promoting social and environmental justice. 

Clare is a powerhouse of sustainability action, and has helped 

underpin environmental sustainability activism for the school 

community at Beaconhills College. 

In 2020 and 2021, Clare developed the Beacon of Hope Community 

Garden through the Salvation Army to grow fresh vegetables for 

people experiencing food insecurity. The space also provides a 

wellbeing area to lead extracurricular gardening programs for 

students who find it challenging to engage in the classroom.

Clare established the College’s involvement with SolarBuddy, 

where College technology and science students make solar-powered 

lights for students living without power in Bangladesh. The program 

encourages student collaboration, intercultural understanding, and 

creative and critical thinking while inspiring students to consider 

how innovative design solutions can transform lives.

WINNER
Teacher of the Year (Secondary)



FINALIST

Teacher of the Year (Secondary)

Paula Mcintosh, Melbourne Girls’ College, Richmond

A leader and role model for empowered students.

Paula encourages students to rethink and modify their waste 

habits, and to voice and act on their concerns. Paula was pivotal 

in the student-led campaign to encourage the Victorian Government 

to rethink the roll-out of free single-use menstrual products in 

all Victorian Public Schools. The petition – Eco Friendly Periods 

4 Vic Schools – received nearly 3,000 thousand signatures, 

including politicians, businesses and environmental organisations.  

Paula has been crucial in implementing the school’s Waste 

Avoidance and Zero Waste to Landfill policy, and in inspiring 

her students to act on sustainability. 
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Our Lady of the Nativity, Aberfeldie

Promoting environmental awareness with faith. 

The school’s Franciscan Action Team meets weekly to discuss 

plans for a better school. 

In 2021, the group audited the school’s unused electronic items. 

Unused items were donated to community groups and others 

were sent to the Moonee Valley Transfer for recycling.

The group reached out to the Sustainability Coordinator and 

Faith and Life leader to incorporate the environment into 

Laudato Si week and mentored students to write prayers 

of hope to save the environment for the Season of Creation 

to raise awareness around sustainability issues.

In 2021, the Franciscan Action Team ran an energy audit that 

helped inform the school’s successful grant application for LED 

light bulbs, adding to the amazing work undertaken by this 

persistent and creative team. 

WINNER
Student Action Team of the Year (Primary)



FINALISTS

Student Action Team of the Year (Primary) 

St Jude’s Primary School, Langwarrin

Harnessing the power of evidence for continuous improvement.

Environmental Leaders of the Future is a group of empowered Year 

3–6 students working on promoting waste, water, biodiversity, and 

energy sustainability practices. They run weekly classroom energy 

audits and report their findings and announce calls to action at 

school assembly. They also support recycling, garden duties, and 

local initiatives. 

Epsom Primary School, Epsom 

The busy agenda of the Green Magpies. 

The Green Magpies comprises 36 members that meet weekly 

to prioritise their Sustainability Action Plan tasks. During remote 

learning, they entered the ResourceSmart Schools of the Future 

Challenge Competition, audited home waste, participated in the 

Grow a Row initiative to grow potatoes for the community, and 

even won a recycled Buddy Bench from Coles and Replas. 
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Brentwood Secondary College, Glen Waverley 

Real action towards a net-zero future.

The Brentwood Green Team comprises 30 students from Years 7–12. 

During their weekly meetings they discuss how to tackle climate 

change, often with a touch of creativity. 

From developing online resources during remote learning to 

crafting the school’s Towards Zer0 Bremissions plan, which won 

them a Premier’s Sustainability Award, these students explore 

all available avenues to promote sustainability. 

For the Towards Zer0 Bremissions plan, the students calculated 

the school’s emissions using resource usage figures. They later 

implemented strategies based on using renewable energy and planting 

trees. They even put together a cookbook with meat-free recipes.

The Green Team inspire and learn from other schools working for 

a greener future. Moreover, they launched the Student Engagement 

and Voice in Environment Network and invited other schools to join 

the webinar Climate Action: Target 2030. 

Brentwood Secondary College students’ creativity, vision, and 

example are already shaping a brighter future for their community. 

WINNER
Student Action Team of the Year (Secondary)



FINALISTS

Student Action Team of the Year (Secondary)

Victory Lutheran College, Wodonga 

A community hub of sustainable services led by students. 

The school’s ResourceSmart Schools team includes 17 individuals 

that meet fortnightly to develop and launch environmental 

initiatives across the college. The group ran unique sustainability 

initiatives, such as a uniform repair workshop and an eco-brick 

crafting and selling venture, serving as a true community service 

hub. Additionally, they actively look after their nearby ecosystem 

by supporting local organisations. 

Albert Park College, Albert Park

Using sustainability wins to increase environmental action.

The school’s sustainability sub-committee of 10 students, teachers, 

and parents looks after the Sustainability Action Plan. Additionally, 

there’s an Environment Club that promotes initiatives such as 

Ride2School Day and climate action events. One of the school’s 

latest projects consists of putting all the financial savings from 

environmental initiatives in a ‘sustainability pool’ to finance 

more activities.  
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Winters Flat Primary School, Winters Flat

The fruit-sticker gate – imploring politicians to take action.

Recycling, packaging-free food, and composting are key elements 

of this 5Star school’s sustainability culture. This context has 

shaped the mindset of perceptive students who identified a 

tiny but powerful enemy in the compost system: fruit stickers. 

When the students realised that the fruit stickers weren’t breaking 

down in the compost, they started an awareness campaign through 

social media and local newspapers. The call was clear: collect fruit 

stickers to save them from going into compost and landfill.

After learning that in Australia no state or federal government 

had set a timeframe to ban fruit stickers, the students ran a 

political awareness campaign with letters decorated with fruit 

stickers addressed to politicians and industry groups. Winters Flat 

students have inspired other schools to follow the path of activism, 

while encouraging politicians to work on this little but important, 

sticky issue. 

WINNER
Community Leadership School of the Year (Primary) 



FINALISTS

Community Leadership School of the Year (Primary) 

Our Lady of Fatima, Rosebud

Remote learning as an opportunity to connect with nature.

The 2020–21 visual arts program encouraged students to use the 

school’s coastal location as a source of materials and inspiration. 

Parents joined their children in the adventure and have expressed 

gratitude for the opportunity. The school shared their experience 

with the community and local environmental networks TENS and 

BAMP, outlining how sustainability can be addressed through the 

lens of art while fostering a love for nature.
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Somerville Primary School, Somerville 

Rebels with a cause.

This school cut their waste by 60% in record time by sourcing 

lunch containers from local businesses so all students can have 

packaging-free lunches. The Environmental Leaders led the 

Rubbish Rebels program, rewarding peers that reduce lunchbox 

waste. The Environmental Science Program educates students 

about waste, while the community get sustainability inspiration 

through social media and newsletters. 



Brentwood Secondary College, Glen Waverley

Inspiring the community to achieve zero-net emissions. 

This school generates 40% of their electricity usage with renewable 

energy, promotes commingled recycling, composting onsite, and 

community-based tree planting. They are committed to their program 

Towards Zer0 Bremissions and the students play a crucial role in 

inspiring the community to act. The Green Team supports all major 

environmental events, such as Tree Day, Earth Hour, and National 

Recycling Week by releasing videos and social media ads. In 2021, 

they also participated in the Safe Water September campaign, 

raising $1,200 for people in disadvantaged communities.

The Green Team organised webinars on climate action, which were 

attended by other schools and the wider community. During remote 

learning, 180 members of the school participated in the Fight for 

Planet A daily quiz, illustrating the high level of engagement at 

the school. 

In 2021, the efforts of Brentwood Secondary College 

received well-deserved acknowledgements by achieving 

5Star ResourceSmart Schools certification and winning the 

Premier’s Sustainability Award in the Climate Action category. 

WINNER
Community Leadership School of the Year (Secondary)



FINALISTS

Community Leadership School of the Year (Secondary) 

Mount Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale

Partnering for a greener future with cleaner waterways.

This school has a long-term planting activity in partnership 

with Yarra Ranges Council, Melbourne Water, the Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Awards and Yea Land Care. The Agricultural 

Studies, VET, and VCAL students work on weed reduction 

and planting native seedlings in the Yarra Valley, highlighting 

an outstanding curriculum with direct impact in the local 

community and ecosystem.

Braybrook College, Braybrook

Promoting environmental awareness and research in a galaxy far, 
far away. 

In 2021, Braybrook College students made an application video 

during remote learning to enter the Seeds for Space program, 

promoting environmental and microgravity science. 

The project involves growing a batch of wattle seeds in space 

to be compared with seeds growing on earth. This project 

contributes to the work of the Australian Space Agency and 

demonstrates that the students’ passion is out of this world. 
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St Thomas More Primary School, Mount Eliza

A green economy in the playground. 

From 2020–21, St Thomas More Primary School focused on 

sustainable design thinking, inspiring students to question business 

as usual. Inspired by their knowledge of circular economy, and 

after learning from local entrepreneurs working with sustainable 

practices, the students created their own sustainable product range 

to promote and sell at a school market. 

With a rich curriculum, climate change literacy is explored through 

various genres, such as historical fiction, non-fiction narrative, 

and dystopian fiction, while the STEM program offers hands-on 

opportunities to build and plan for the society of the future. 

St Thomas More Primary School teachers receive outdoor learning 

opportunities, showing that development opportunities have positive 

impacts for students, staff, and the community.  

In 2021, the students collaborated with other schools to learn about 

energy consumption in the community. They researched easy ways 

to change school habits, operations, and infrastructure, and wrote 

persuasive proposals to the Leadership Team weighing the costs 

and benefits of these suggestions.

WINNER
Curriculum Leadership School of the Year (Primary)



FINALISTS

Curriculum Leadership School of the Year (Primary)

Coburg North Primary School, Coburg 

Online storytelling to raise awareness of human impacts. 

The school uses the Challenge Based Learning Framework and the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals to address global 

environmental issues.  

The school’s CinemACT film festival, held online, featured UNSDG, 

and showcased films made by the students on the human impact 

on animal habitats. Additionally, their Re-thinking Day involved 

donating clothing and toys, as well as awareness campaigns 

delivered by the students.

27

Epsom Primary School, Epsom

Resourceful at home. 

During remote learning, every year level had their own webpage 

with sustainability activities, such as recycling materials for art, 

using leftover scraps to build vegie gardens, and re-planting 

avocado seeds. This active approach encouraged the students 

to be resourceful. Back in the classroom, all year levels joined 

sustainability programs, such as River Detectives and Landcare 

Planting days. 



Melbourne Girls’ College, Richmond

Sustainable solutions for period poverty. 

Melbourne Girls’ College initiated and led a project alongside the 

Australian Period Underwear Company, Modibodi, to demonstrate 

how period poverty can be challenged sustainably.

Sixty students volunteered to receive 5 pairs of period underwear 

to provide data and testimonials for the campaign. The results were 

shared with the Manager of the Health Promotion and Prevention 

Team and the Director of Youth Health at the Department of Education. 

The campaign positioned the period underwear as an alternative to 

tampons and pads. Additionally, the school delivered a sustainable 

menstruation curriculum to all students from Years 7–9 and 

educated students on other sustainable products, such as menstrual 

cups and washable pads.

The campaign is just another amazing initiative aligned with the 

school’s Waste Avoidance and Zero Waste to Landfill policy. 

WINNER
Curriculum Leadership School of the Year (Secondary)



FINALISTS

Curriculum Leadership School of the Year (Secondary) 

Mount Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale

Working toward the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

The school’s Healthy Environmental Action Program is aligned 

with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and 

deeply embedded in the curriculum. Environmental Learning 

is incorporated in subjects such as Horticulture, VET & VCE 

Agriculture, Science, and Geography. Additionally, STEM students 

record data for Melbourne Water, which is used to study the 

local ecosystem’s health.

Eltham College, Eltham

Student action and learning opportunities.

Students from Years 7–12, captains, and staff formed the 

Sustainability Group to revegetate the school using indigenous 

plants, introduce sustainable waste streams, and implement the 

Battery Storage Bag Fundraiser. Meanwhile, the home economics 

class is working on creating a worm farm and students are 

encouraged to write newsletter articles on sustainability 

topics such as fast fashion.  
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Brentwood Secondary College, Glen Waverley

Climate change leaders working now for the future. 

In 2021 Brentwood Secondary College was recognised with a 

Premier’s Sustainability Award, a testament to the tremendous 

commitment of a team who believe they can change the 

world. They reduced their emissions by 23% in 5 years, have 

adopted renewable energy, reduced waste and water use, and 

run creative initiatives, such as Project Brentwoods, to plant 

forests around Victoria.  

Brentwood aligns their curriculum with the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals; in human health development, 

students learn about water and sanitisation, while VCE 

environmental science students explore topics such as acidic 

oceans and modelling greenhouse effect.

This group of inspiring students and teachers – especially 

Sustainability Coordinator, Venkata Kalva – are proof that climate 

action and a zero-emission future are possible. 

WINNER
ResourceSmart School of the Year



FINALISTS

ResourceSmart School of the Year

Eastwood Primary School and Deaf Facility, 
Ringwood East

Finding opportunities at home.

A global pandemic couldn’t stop this 5Star ResourceSmart School. 

They continued to run environmental education as a specialist 

subject in both remote and onsite learning, and even transformed 

remote learning into an educational opportunity by studying 

the impact of lockdowns on climate change. They maintained 

their kitchen garden program, where even parents benefited by 

attending the school’s Healthy Eating Parent Online Workshop.

Teacher Meg Moore leads sustainability in this inspiring school 

that in 2021 obtained two grants – to incorporate plant-based food 

and to install solar panels – securing their ongoing commitment 

to a cleaner future. 

St Joseph’s Primary School, Sorrento

Going green. Literally.

In 2021, this 3Star ResourceSmart School received a grant to 

increase their green space from only 10%. The whole community 

contributed to the goal – students made insect hotels using recycled 

pallets in collaboration with the Point Nepean Men’s Shed and seed 

bombs with the help of the Mornington Peninsula Shire.

Teacher Jane Byrne has done a fantastic job leading sustainability 

in this rubbish-free school, which now has a new, inspiring and 

multipurpose green space!

HIGHLY  
COMMENDED

HIGHLY  
COMMENDED
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We're creating a circular
economy

Learn more at 
www.reground.com.au
hello@reground.com.au

We recycle ground coffee and soft plastic and conduct
waste minimisation & education projects

Recycled Plastic 
Products from Replas

www.replas.com.au      1800 REPLAS

www.biofilta.com.au
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SWEP has saved Victorian schools more than
9.6 billion litres of water and over $30.6 million.

Join SWEP today and be part of
future savings.

Did you know that SWEP will assist you in reaching 
your goals for ResourceSmart Modules?

More information and registration:
myswep.com.au

Water monitoring technology
supporting Victorian schools

SWEP is funded by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning.
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We would like to thank

The 2022 ResourceSmart Schools Awards would not be 
possible without the generous support of our sponsors.
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ResourceSmart Schools  
Delivery Partner Network
Environment Education Victoria

Eastern Alliance for Sustainable Learning

CERES Community Environment Park

Our judging panel organisations
Deakin University

Cancer Council Victoria

Teacher Learning Network

Department of Education and Training

OzHarvest

Landcare

Environment Protection Authority

University of Melbourne

Supporting organisations
Sustainability Victoria would like to acknowledge and thank 

the following organisations for their contribution towards 

making the 2022 ResourceSmart Schools Awards such a 

sensational celebration:

Royal Botanic Gardens

Parks Victoria

Zoos Victoria

The Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Our schools

Sustainability Victoria would like to thank and 

congratulate all the inspirational schools who 

entered the 2022 ResourceSmart Schools Awards. 

Every effort, big and small, has an impact and is essential 

to creating a sustainable future for Victoria. We would like to 

recognise the efforts and achievements of the following schools:

Aitken College 

Camp Hill Primary 

Elwood Primary School 

Featherbook College 

Riverwalk Primary School 

St Liborius Primary School 

St. Monica’s College 

Vermont Primary School 

Wooragee Primary School 

We can’t wait to see the creative, innovative and 
important projects that you embark on next year. 
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Join ResourceSmart 
Schools
Getting started in the ResourceSmart Schools program is 

easy. Schools have access to a community of sustainability 

experts located throughout Victoria equipped with the 

knowledge, skills and resources to help each school 

get started.

Schools are connected to sustainability networks and 

programs to become a more sustainable school. Any 

Victorian school can become a ResourceSmart School.

The first step is to register your interest. Once a 

school registers interest, a Regional Coordinator will 

make contact to provide more information on the 

ResourceSmart Schools program.

Get in touch today! schools@sustainability.vic.gov.au

Detox your Home is Victoria’s free, safe way 
to dispose of unwanted household and garden 
chemicals.

www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/schools Small acts make  
a big impact.
Remembering to take your reusable water bottle when you  
leave home helps reduce plastic waste ending up in landfill.   

Find your small act today at  
sustainability.vic.gov.au/small-acts-big-impact

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.

Did you know? 
Household chemicals can be dangerous. 
Disposing of these items responsibly will:

•  reduce the risk of poisoning, keeping your 
family and pets safe

• keep toxic chemicals out of waterways, and

•  minimise environmental pollution and 
fire hazards.

Remind your family, friends and community 
to never tip chemicals down the sink or put 
them in the bin.

Come along to a Detox your Home event and 
help protect your family, pets, wildlife and 
the environment from everyday household 
chemicals.  

For more information 
sustainability.vic.gov.au/detoxyourhome

Detox your 
Home
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Small acts make  
a big impact.
Remembering to take your reusable water bottle when you  
leave home helps reduce plastic waste ending up in landfill.   

Find your small act today at  
sustainability.vic.gov.au/small-acts-big-impact

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.



sustainability.vic.gov.au/schoolsawards
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