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SVs Recycled First team

The Recycled First team works with councils to 
use more recycled materials and products in 
infrastructure and landscaping.

We do this by working with councils to embed 
and improve sustainable procurement 
processes, build confidence in and knowledge 
of recycled products and reduce barriers to 
action.
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• The Buy Recycled Service supports councils to 

use more recycled materials and products in the 

construction and maintenance of local 

infrastructure and align with the Recycled First 

Policy.

• Local governments have significant buying 

power and play a critical role in driving markets 

for recycled products and materials. 

• The Buy Recycled Service leverages this 

opportunity and empowers councils to make 

confident decisions when buying recycled.

Local Government driving markets for recycled materials 

Bass Coast Shire, Replas outdoor dining 

furniture made from recycled plastic



Research driven service 

What are the 
key barriers? 

▪ Unfamiliar with products

▪ Product costs

▪ Lack of standards or specifications

▪ Confidence in product quality and performance

▪ Not included as a consideration in tender specification and evaluation 
criteria 

What’s 
important to 
councils? 

▪ Standards and specifications

▪ Product performance and maintenance 

▪ Cost, ROI

• Recyclability of products

• Understanding the procurement cycle and how to start considering recycled 
products

• Case studies 

Interesting 
findings 

▪ Information collection of procurement of recycled products is limited

• Nearly all councils surveyed were focussing on recycled products/materials 
considerations in their sustainable procurement

• Councils that have a sustainability policy mentioning sustainable 
procurement, on average, suggested their councils are procuring more 
recycled materials



Buy Recycled Service – Tools and Resources

Buy Recycled Directory has been updated and it 
includes:

• Over 100 suppliers

• Product focused

• Relevant standards and specifications, additional 
information

• Distance from supplier

• Filter by % of recycled content, recycled material, 
end of life recyclability 

Procurement Toolkit provides practical guidance to 
council officers and guides users through the 
procurement cycle and how to embed recycled 
product considerations. It includes: 

• easy to use checklists

• example scoring scales

• response schedules

• evaluation criteria



Buy Recycled Service – Tools and Resources

Product information sheets include:

• product overviews including attributes, benefits, 

key considerations and questions to ask 

suppliers when purchasing recycled products. 

• recycled plastic furniture and decking 

information sheet

• recycled aggregate for draining and bedding

Case studies include:

• tangible examples of how councils have utilised 

recycled products in infrastructure

• City of Whittlesea: Road base rehabilitation 

using foam bitumen asphalt

• City of Darebin: Hockey Field Redevelopment

• City of Casey: Recycled plastic pickets for 

sportsfield



Buy Recycled Service – Tools and Resources

Standards and specifications 

• What are standards 

• What are specifications

• Relevant recycled content standards and 

specifications

• Department of Transport (VicRoads)

• Organics

• More coming soon

Dedicated email inbox

• Get in touch with Sustainability Victoria’s Sustainable 

Procurement team to ask a question about your 

sustainable procurement project or our service.

• sustainableprocurement@sustainability.vic.gov.au

mailto:sustainableprocurement@sustainability.vic.gov.au


'Speed dating' with local 

government project managers

Rotate through breakout rooms and hear short 

presentations from councils who have 

used recycled products in recent infrastructure 

projects. Project managers will provide a brief 

overview of their project, the materials used and 

any key learnings from their experience.

This event will be held online only. Participants 

will be able to ask questions in small break 

out rooms.

When: June 15, 2022, 2 – 3pm

Where: Online

Using SV's Buy Recycled Service 

Learn how to embed sustainable practices in your 

procurement processes. In this workshop style 

session, we'll take council officers through the Buy 

Recycled Service in more detail. We'll hear from a 

sustainable procurement expert on how to utilise 

our Buy Recycled Directory, product information 

sheets and procurement toolkit.

In person attendees will be able to bring along 

questions and materials for review.

When: July (TBC)

Where: SVs office, 321 Exhibition St, Melbourne.

Upcoming events for local government



Circular Economy Masterclass for 

Councils

Aim of the session is to understand the basics of 

circular economy principles and how councils can 

benefit financially, reduce risk and support local 

jobs and industry. Led by international expert 

Jodie Bricout, with practical Australian and 

international examples.

When: September 14, 2022

Where: Online

Upcoming events for local government

Council forum on moving from 2 to 

4 household recycling and waste 

streams

For council, alpine resort, waste and resource 

recovery officers to learn from the experience of 

councils that have introduced new recycling 

services. Councils will share their in-depth 

experiences of specific aspects of their planning 

and delivery to expand their existing kerbside 

services to meet the 4 streams required under 

Victoria’s circular economy plan, Recycling 

Victoria: a new economy. 

When: Wednesday 1 June, 2022, 10 – 11.30am 

Where: Online

Registrations: Opening soon



Connect with us to stay informed!

Visit the Buy Recycled Service website 

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/recycling-and-

reducing-waste/for-councils-and-other-waste-recycling-

operators/buy-recycled-service

Sign up for news and updates on the service

https://mailchi.mp/c9d0aacaa812/buy-recycled-service

Ask a question

sustainableprocurement@sustainability.vic.gov.au

Share with your council colleagues!

engineering, infrastructure, planning, urban design, major 

projects, parks and gardens, procurement…

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/recycling-and-reducing-waste/for-councils-and-other-waste-recycling-operators/buy-recycled-service
https://mailchi.mp/c9d0aacaa812/buy-recycled-service
mailto:sustainableprocurement@sustainability.vic.gov.au

